Community rink roles and responsibilities—volunteer today!
Help secure a 2025-26 rink season at Kingsmere Park by emailing glabarparkca@gmail.com.

A reminder that the Alliance has earmarked funds to pay contractors to clear the ice surfaces following heavy
snowfalls, which frees up maintenance volunteers to focus on flooding. And current volunteers will be available

to show you what to do, and be reachable for questions after you start.

Rink coordinator (administration)

tion needs to be filled by October 29 to proceed with a rink this season.

This season-long role involves communicating with the City, recruiting volunteers and scheduling shifts. No
knowledge of ice building or rink maintenance is required—this work could even be done remotely. This posi-

Supervision team

Supervisors keep the fieldhouse open so that skaters have a place to change and use the washroom. They
also count the number of skaters they see during their shift. No need to skate if you don’t want to - bring a
book and keep warm indoors. Supervisors are really needed on weekends, when many families use the rink.

Ice-building team

Volunteers are needed at the start of the season when the weather is favourable to building the rink’s base
ice. The work involves packing down snow with sleds or other tools, then flooding regularly for 10-14 days.

Maintenance team

the day, depending on snowfall or other weather conditions.

Volunteers work in the evenings after skating closes to smooth and flood the ice. This can also be done during

Can’t commit to a shift? You can still help!

respect the signage: don’t walk across the rink when it’s closed.

Before starting or ending your skate, grab a shovel and clear any snow dusting the ice surfaces. And always
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Save the date

*For more details, please
visit www.glabarpark.ca
closer to the date.

Annual General Meeting
Tuesday, October 28

7:30pm, St. Paul’s
Presbyterian Church

971 Woodroffe Ave

Winter Fun Day
January 31, 2026
Kingsmere Park

11am - 1pm
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Time is running out for a community rink this winter

A message from your Glabar Park Community Alliance

The future of the
community rink at
Kingsmere Park remains
in limbo. The City of
Ottawa has sent out the
rink agreement and
renewal package, and
the Alliance’s Board of
Directors has until
October 29 to respond
with the name of a
coordinator and primary
contact.

If no one comes forward
to take on the
coordinator job, there
will be no rink at
Kingsmere Park this
winter. Full stop.

We dedicated the Spring
2025 issue of the
Gazette to the urgent
call for volunteers, in
order to keep the
community rink going.
And we have spent the
intervening months
talking to as many

Theresa Kavanagh

Ottawa City Councillor
Bay Ward

110 Laurier Ave. West
Ottawa ON K1P 1J1

Tel: 613-580-2477
Theresa.Kavanagh@Ottawa.ca
3-1-1 for City Services

Oxttawa

Thank you to the office of Councillor Kavanagh for printing this edition.

residents as we can about
its operations.

Here’s a quick reminder:

e The ice surfaces at
Kingsmere Park are built
and maintained 100% by
volunteers.

e The number of skating
days in a season
depends on how often
volunteers are available
to flood the ice surfaces
and supervise the field
house.

¢ The City of Ottawa gives
a stipend to the Alliance
to operate the rink
throughout the season,
but that money has not
been enough to replace
rink volunteers with a
paid contractor.

e The rink won’t be able to
continue with the level of
volunteer support we
have today.

If you or your family have
enjoyed using the rink in
past winters, please
consider contributing to its
continued presence in
Glabar Park.

Here is what you can do:

e Review the roles at the
rink (page 4) and sign up
for one by emailing
glabarparkca@gmail.com
by October 29, 2025.

e Commit to just 1 or 2
hours a week - no
experience necessary!

e Sign up for a role/shift
as a household, then
split the season among
parents, kids,
roommates, etc.

e Get community service
hours toward your
diploma if you are an
Ontario high school
student.

We as a Board are
mindful of the
demographic makeup of
this neighbourhood; it's
been reflected in our own
directorship in recent
years. Glabar Park is
home to older residents,
residents with
accessibility needs, young
families, newcomers,
households working
multiple jobs and juggling
myriad schedules. We
know that life is busy.
This is why we are
adjusting the
requirements of the
coordinator role,
shortening supervision
shifts and earmarking
money to pay for snow
removal and good
equipment. We are
asking in return for just a
little bit of your time.
Please sign up today!
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